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The	
  German	
  Government	
  wants	
  to	
  increase	
  RE	
  in	
  
SME.	
  Relevant	
  poli;cal	
  documents	
  include:	
  

•  Na;onal	
  Strategy	
  for	
  Sustainable	
  	
  
Development	
  (2002)	
  

•  Na;onal	
  Raw	
  Material	
  Strategy	
  (2010)	
  

•  German	
  Resource	
  Efficiency	
  Programme	
  
(ProgRess),	
  (2012)	
  

Mo;va;on	
  for	
  RE-­‐Support	
  for	
  SME	
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Exis;ng	
  technological	
  and	
  organisa;onal	
  solu;ons	
  
for	
  more	
  resource	
  efficiency	
  are	
  not	
  sufficiently	
  
implemented	
  (recycling,	
  subs;tu;on,	
  savings).	
  
Different	
  policy	
  elements	
  can	
  accelerate	
  the	
  
development:	
  

Policy	
  Toolkit	
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Regulation Financial/ Fiscal Instruments      Participatory Instruments Information 

- standards 

- prohibitions 

- subsidies 

- taxes/ fees 

- cap and trade 

“Participatory ” or “voluntary” 
instruments, such as sectoral 
agreements refer to the self-
organisation of market actors, 
including e. g. private 
standards and labels. 

-  Provision of scientific     
  and technological     
  knowledge 

- Funding information 

- Labelling 



They	
  provide	
  support	
  by	
  seRng	
  a	
  common	
  
framework	
  of	
  ac;on.	
  They	
  include:	
  

•  Acts	
  implemen;ng	
  the	
  Ecodesign	
  and	
  the	
  
Labelling	
  Direc;ve	
  of	
  the	
  EU	
  

•  Acts	
  implemen;ng	
  the	
  Waste	
  Framework	
  
Direc;ve	
  and	
  the	
  Waste	
  Electrical	
  and	
  Electronic	
  
Equipment	
  Direc;ve	
  

Regula;ve	
  Instruments	
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Common Level Playing Field 



The	
  German	
  Government	
  and	
  the	
  Federal	
  States	
  
amongst	
  others	
  support	
  SME	
  in	
  improving	
  their	
  RE	
  
by	
  (co-­‐)financing	
  specific	
  ac;ons.	
  Examples	
  include:	
  	
  

• The	
  support	
  measure	
  “r4	
  -­‐	
  Innova;ve	
  
Technologien	
  für	
  Ressourceneffizienz	
  –	
  	
  
Forschung	
  zur	
  Bereitstellung	
  
wirtscha^sstrategischer	
  Rohstoffe”	
  of	
  the	
  Federal	
  
Ministry	
  of	
  Educa;on	
  and	
  Research.	
  

Financial	
  Instruments:	
  Subsidies	
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Examples	
  include:	
  	
  

• The	
  Central	
  Innova;on	
  Programme	
  SME	
  (Zentrales	
  
Innova;onsprogramm	
  Mibelstand	
  –	
  ZIM)	
  of	
  the	
  
Federal	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Economics	
  and	
  Technology.	
  

Financial	
  Instruments:	
  Subsidies	
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Examples	
  include:	
  	
  

• The	
  special	
  focus	
  “material	
  efficiency	
  in	
  
produc;on”	
  of	
  the	
  “Umwel;nnova;ons-­‐	
  
programm	
  -­‐	
  UIP”,	
  managed	
  by	
  the	
  Federal	
  Ministry	
  
for	
  the	
  Environment	
  (BMU),	
  Nature	
  Conserva;on	
  
and	
  Nuclear	
  Safety,	
  the	
  Federal	
  Environment	
  
Agency	
  (UBA)	
  and	
  the	
  German	
  Credit	
  Ins;tu;on	
  for	
  
Reconstruc;on	
  (KfW)	
  .	
  

Financial	
  Instruments:	
  Subsidies	
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Examples	
  include:	
  	
  

•  Different	
  programmes	
  of	
  the	
  German	
  Credit	
  
Ins;tu;on	
  for	
  Reconstruc;on	
  (KfW),	
  especially	
  for	
  
efficiency-­‐oriented	
  insula;on	
  of	
  buildings,	
  but	
  also	
  
especially	
  for	
  RE	
  in	
  SME	
  (Umweltprogramm).	
  

•  Deutsche	
  Bundess;^ung	
  Umwelt	
  DBU/	
  Federal	
  
German	
  Environment	
  Founda;on.	
  

Financial	
  Instruments:	
  Subsidies	
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The	
  Government	
  supports	
  private	
  ini;a;ves	
  by	
  
par;cipa;ng	
  at	
  and	
  facilita;ng	
  networks.	
  

•  Different	
  constella;ons	
  of	
  private	
  actors,	
  
enterprises,	
  science,	
  NGOs,	
  public	
  ins;tu;ons	
  etc.	
  	
  

•  Different	
  purposes:	
  informa;on	
  exchange,	
  
industrial	
  symbiosis,	
  ini;a;on	
  of	
  coopera;on	
  
projects	
  and	
  more.	
  

Par;cipatory	
  Instr.:	
  Networks	
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An	
  example	
  for	
  networks	
  in	
  Germany	
  is	
  the	
  German	
  
Resource	
  Efficiency	
  Network	
  NeRess,	
  supported	
  by	
  
the	
  MoE,	
  operated	
  by	
  VDI	
  ZRE	
  
• Webplahorm,	
  designed	
  to	
  facilitate	
  exchange	
  	
  

•  Two	
  big	
  conferences	
  per	
  year	
  
• Many	
  regional	
  conferences	
  adapted	
  to	
  local	
  needs	
  
organised	
  in	
  coopera;on	
  with	
  partners,	
  	
  e.	
  g.	
  
chambers	
  of	
  commerce	
  

Par;cipatory	
  Instr.:	
  Networks	
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The	
  German	
  Government	
  supports	
  private	
  actors	
  in	
  
their	
  standardisa;on	
  ac;vi;es,	
  especially	
  the	
  work	
  
of	
  DIN	
  –	
  German	
  Ins;tute	
  for	
  Standardisa;on:	
  
• Specific	
  set	
  of	
  stakeholders	
  is	
  consulted	
  (from	
  
science,	
  industry	
  and	
  associa;ons).	
  

• Very	
  broad	
  applica;on	
  
	
  significant	
  impact.	
  

Par;cipatory	
  Instr.:	
  Standards	
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The	
  German	
  Government	
  supports	
  private	
  actors	
  in	
  
their	
  standardisa;on	
  and	
  labelling	
  ac;vi;es,	
  e.	
  g.:	
  

• Guidelines	
  of	
  the	
  German	
  Associa;on	
  of	
  Engineers,	
  
to	
  measure	
  RE	
  in	
  SME	
  (par;cipa;on	
  of	
  experts	
  from	
  
UBA,	
  backing	
  by	
  pol.	
  statements).	
  

• Organisa;onal	
  and	
  poli;cal	
  support	
  of	
  private	
  
labelling	
  ini;a;ves,	
  e.	
  g.	
  PRO	
  PLANET	
  label	
  of	
  the	
  
REWE	
  Group.	
  

Par;cipatory	
  Instr.:	
  Standards	
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The	
  German	
  Government	
  is	
  ac;vely	
  suppor;ng	
  the	
  
prolifera;on	
  of	
  environmental	
  management	
  
schemes	
  as	
  e.	
  g.	
  EMAS:	
  
• Wide	
  range	
  of	
  consul;ng	
  ac;vi;es	
  	
  
and	
  support	
  in	
  form	
  of	
  conferences,	
  	
  
workshops,	
  informa;on	
  etc.	
  

•  Opera;on	
  of	
  the	
  German	
  EMAS	
  	
  
Advisory	
  Board	
  

Par;cipatory	
  Instr.:	
  Env.	
  Man.	
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The	
  German	
  Government	
  and	
  the	
  Federal	
  States	
  
support	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  consul;ng	
  ac;vi;es,	
  e.	
  g.	
  
implemented	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  ins;tu;ons:	
  

•  German	
  Agency	
  for	
  Material	
  Efficiency	
  

•  Ra;onalisa;on	
  and	
  Innova;on	
  Centre	
  of	
  the	
  
German	
  Economy	
  (central/	
  de-­‐central)	
  

•  VDI	
  Centre	
  for	
  Resource	
  Efficiency	
  

Informa;on	
  Instruments:	
  Consult.	
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The	
  German	
  Government	
  and	
  the	
  Federal	
  States	
  
support	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  consul;ng	
  ac;vi;es,	
  e.	
  g.	
  
implemented	
  by	
  the	
  following	
  ins;tu;ons:	
  

•  Efficiency	
  Agency	
  North	
  Rhine-­‐Westphalia	
  	
  

•  Rhineland-­‐Pala;nate,	
  North	
  Rhine-­‐Westphalia	
  and	
  
Hesse	
  support	
  the	
  PIUS-­‐Plajorm	
  and	
  Netw.	
  

Informa;on	
  Instruments:	
  Consult.	
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The	
  German	
  Agency	
  for	
  Material	
  Efficiency	
  demea	
  is	
  
financed	
  by	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Economics.	
  It	
  offers	
  
among	
  others:	
  
Expert	
  advice	
  on	
  resource	
  and	
  material	
  efficiency	
  to	
  
SME	
  in	
  the	
  manufacturing	
  sector	
  by	
  authorised	
  
qualified	
  consultants	
  under	
  the	
  programme	
  “BMWi	
  
Innova;on	
  Bonus	
  (go-­‐inno)”.	
  

Informa;on	
  Instruments:	
  Consult.	
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Informa;on	
  Instruments:	
  Consult.	
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Resource Checks Database Process chains 

Efficiency Map Movies Qualification VDI-Handbook  
Resource Efficiency 
 in Kooperation mit dem VDI e.V. 

Innovation Radar 

VDI	
  ZRE	
  is	
  financed	
  by	
  the	
  German	
  MoE	
  and	
  offers:	
  



VDI	
  Zentrum	
  Ressourceneffizienz	
  GmbH	
  
Sebas;an	
  Schmidt,	
  Scien;fic	
  Officer	
  	
  

Johannisstr.	
  5-­‐6	
  	
  

10117	
  Berlin	
  	
  

Telephone:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  +49	
  30	
  27	
  59	
  506-­‐0	
  	
  

Fax:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
  +49	
  30	
  27	
  59	
  506-­‐30	
  

Email:	
  	
  	
   	
   	
  info@vdi-­‐zre.de	
  

Thanks	
  for	
  your	
  Aben;on	
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